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March 12, 2008

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, SW

Washington, D. C. 20554

Attn: Chief Media Bureau

Ref: MB Docket # 04-233
Dear Ms Dortch:

High in the mountains of Western North Carolina, my wife and I own and operate
two small town radio stations — WKYK (Mark Media, Inc.), Burnsville (pop 1926) N. C.
and WTOE (Mountain Valley Media, Inc.), Spruce Pine (pop 2007) N. C. with a two
county combined population of 33,000. Our staff is very small and includes a son and
daughter. We all are heavily involved in the community on boards and committees, etc.
We have owned and operated WKYK since 1969 and purchased WTOE, a failing radio
station, in 1991 after much pressure from community leaders and citizens to try to save
WTOE and provide the kind of community service for Spruce Pine that we have provided
for so many years for the Burnsville area.

Burnsville and Spruce Pine are 12 miles a part; our towers for the two stations are
located nine miles apart. Burnsville is in Yancey County. Spruce Pine is in Mitchell
County. The counties share many community resources including, hospital, community
college, senior and art resources, etc. We co-located the studios at WKYK on the Spruce
Pine side of Burnsville. We program the stations, separately although some news stories
and community interviews are shared, for example, publicity relevant to activities in both
counties. We maintain constant and on-going contact with all elements of the
communities because of our involvement, our on the air features, including more than 30
local news reports each week on each station, daily public and community affairs
interviews and public service announcements, daily community calendars, swap shops,
obituaries, lost dogs, opinions, live broadcast of local sports, vital weather information,
school and road information, publiicity on local charities, exposure of local talent and
many other local features. Much of this material that is broadcast is posted on our web
sites including local news, community contact list, etc. This has been a great and
appreciated service to the communities on a daily basis since both towns have only a
weekly newspaper.
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Our studios are visited many times daily by civic, government, charity, church
and community leaders and citizens from both towns and counties who participate in
interviews etc and publicity from their organization or group. We receive letters of
appreciation almost daily. Our walls are loaded with plaques of appreciation from
organizations who say they couldn’t make it without our help. Our quarterly public
affairs reports reflect public interest programming meeting a variety of needs in the
community, from recreation to health to seniors and etc. Our ascertainment is an on-
going daily process.

Both WKYK and WTOE operate 24 hours a day, unattended between 6:30pm and
5:30am. With today’s technology and the station’s EAS system, we are able to put
emergency announcements on the air immediately even without a person in the building
at night. We have been able to do this in the past including during a local flood. Further,
management, engineering staff live within a mile of the station and a Gentner remote
control equipment call can have them at the station in a matter of less than five minutes.

Having been in small market radio for 50 years, I am convinced that our stations,
and most small market stations, can only survive, especially in today’s climate, by being
responsive to local needs, using the latest technology, and serving the public interest. We
have to find ways to operate cost effectively to have a fighting chance against all the new
emerging media competition.

The FCC localism proposals would not only be burdensome but would have a
disastrous effect on local radio in small markets. Our local programming service would
be diminished. And many stations would have no choice but to sign off the air overnight.

In our case if we had to relocate WTOE’s main studio in the city of license ten
miles away, we could not possibly have the economics of scale and efficiencies that we
now enjoy with the co-location of the two stations. Qur profits are slim now and to
relocate the facilities would not be in the public interest. WTOE could not survive as a
totally separate operation.

It is slap in the face and shows an out of touch FCC, to think that the FCC would
even consider going back into the business of requiring formal communsty
ascertainments and deciding categories of programming etc. this not only treads on our
first amendment rights but would create a regulatory strait jacket that stifles diversity in a
free enterprise economy and complex market place. We are required to operate in the
public interest and we can best do this with our programming responsive to the needs of
the local community rather than blanket reporting requirements that are out of touch with
the community and today’s market place. Many of our operational cost such as
electricity, insurance, etc are increasing and this is a much larger percentage of our
budget in a small market than it would be in a large market; so in order to survive we
have no choice but to operate very efficiently.
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New localism rules proposed by the FCC are unnecessary, would actually hurt our
ability to provide public service programming, would be counterproductive and not in the
public interest.

Sincerely,

Q@ (L

ell Sink, President
Mark Media, Inc. (WKYK)

Remelle K. Sink, President
Mountain Valley Media, Inc. (WTOE)
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Comments in Response to Localism Notice of Proposed Rulemaking FCC Mail Rann

MB Docket No. (04-233

I submit the following comments in response to the Localism Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (the
“NPRM"), released Jan. 24, 2008, in MB Docket No. 04-233.
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Any new FCC rules, policies or procedures must not violate First Amendment rights. A number of
proposals discussed in the NPRM, if enacted, would do so — and must not be adopted.

(" The FCC must not force radio stations, especially religious broadcasters, to take advice from

people who do not share their values. The NPRM's proposed advisory board proposals would impose such

unconstitutional mandates. Religious broadcasters who resist advice from those who don’t share their

values could face increased harassment, complaints and even loss of license for choosing to follow their own

consciences, rather than allowing incompatible viewpoints to shape their programming. The First
Amendment prohibits government, including the FCC, from dictating what viewpoints a broadcaster,
particularly a religious broadcaster, must present.

(2) The FCC must not turn every radio station into a public forum where anyone and everyone has

rights to air time. Proposed public access requirements would do so — even if a reiigious broadcaster
conscientiously objects to the message. The First Amendment forbids imposition of message delivery

mandates on any religion.

{3) The FCC must not force revelation of specific editorial decision-making information. The choice
of programming, especialiy religicus programming, is not properly dictated by any government agency — and

proposals to force reporting on such things as who produced what programs would intrude on
constitutionally-protected editorial choices.

(4 The FCC must not establish a two-tiered renewal system in which certain licensees would be

automatically barred from routine renewal application processing. The proposed mandatory special renewat

review of cerlain classes of applicants by the Commissioners themselves would amount to coercion of
religious broadcasters. Those who stay true to their consciences and present only the messages they
correspond to their beliefs could face long, expensive and potentially ruinous renewal proceedings.

(5) Many Christian broadcasters operate on tight budgets, as do many smaller market secular
stations. Keeping the electricity flowing is often a challenge. Yet, the Commission proposes to further

squeeze niche and smalier market broadcasters, by substantially raising costs in two ways. (a) by requiring

staff presence whenever a station is on the air and, (b) by further restricting main studio location choices.
Raising costs with these proposals would force service cutbacks -- and curtailed service is contrary to the

public interest.

We urge the FCC not to adopt rules, procedures or policies discussed above.
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| submit the following comments in response to the Localism Notice of Proposecf &Grﬂdﬁmmng‘
“‘“NPRM"), released Jan. 24, 2008, in MB Docket No. 04-233. _
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Any new FCC rules, policies or procedures must not violate First Amendment rights. A number of
proposals discussed in the NPRM, if enacted, would do 50 — and must not be adopted.

) The FCC must not force radio stations, especially religious broadcasters, to take advice from
people who do not share their values. The NPRM’s proposed advisory beard proposals would impose such
unconstitutional mandates. Religious broadcasters who resist advice from those who don't share their
values could face increased harassment, complaints and even loss of license for choosing to follow their own
consciences, rather than allowing incompatible viewpoints to shape their programming. The First
Amendment prohibits government, including the FCC, from dictating what viewpoints a broadcaster,
particularly a religious broadcaster, must present.

(4] The FCC must not turn every radio station into a public forum where anyone and everyone has
rights to air time. Proposed public access requirements would do so — even if a religious broadcaster
conscientiously objects to the message. The First Amendment forbids imposition of message delivery
mandates on any religion.

3) The FCC must not force revelation of specific editorial decision-making information. The choice
of programming, especially religious programming, is not properiy dictated by any government agency — and
proposais to force reporting on such things as who produced what programs would intrude on
constitutionally-protected editorial choices.

(4) The FCC must not establish a two-tiered renewal system in which certain licensees would be
automatically barred from routine renewal application processing. The proposed mandatory special renewal
review of certain classes of applicants by the Commissioners themselves would amount to coercion of
religious broadcasters. Those who stay true to their consciences and present only the messages they
correspond to their beliefs could face long, expensive and potentially ruinous renewal proceedings.

5 Many Christian broadcasters operate on tight budgets, as do many smaller market secular
stations. Keeping the electricity flowing is often a challenge. Yet, the Commission proposes to further
squeeze niche and smaller market broadcasters, by substantially raising costs in two ways: (a) by requiring
staff presence whenever a station is on the air and, (b) by further restricting main studio location choices.
Raising costs with these proposals would force service cutbacks — and curtailed service is contrary to the
public interest.

We urge the FCC not to adopt rules, procedures or policies discussed above.
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| submit the following comments in response to the Localism Notice of Proposed Ruiemaking (the
“NPRMN), released Jan. 24, 2008, in MB Docket No. 04-233,

Any new FCC rules, policies or procedures must not violate First Amendment rights. A number of
proposals discussed in the NPRM, if enacted, would do so — and must not be adopted.

4 The FCC must not force radio stations, especially religious broadcasters, to take advice from
people who do not share their values. The NPRM's propcsed advisory board proposals would impose such
unconstitutional mandates. Religious broadcasters who resist advice from those who don't share their
values could face increased harassmenit, complaints and even loss of license for choosing to follow their own
consciences, rather than allowing incompatible viewpoints to shape their programming. The First
Amendment prohibits government, including the FCC, from dictating what viewpoints a broadcaster,
particularly a religious broadcaster, must present.

(2) The FCC must not tum every radio station into a public forum where anyone and everyone has
rights to air time. Proposed pubtic access requirements would do so — even if a religious broadcaster
conscieniiously objects to the message. The First Amendment forbids imposition of message delivery
mandates on any religion.

(3) The FCC must not force revelation of specific editorial decision-making information. The choice
of programming, especially religious programming, is not properly dictated by any government agency — and
proposals to force reporting on such things as who produced what programs would intrude on
constitutionally-protected editorial choices.

4) The FCC must not establish a two-tiered renewal system in which certain licensees would be
automatically barred from routine renewal appiication processing. The proposed mandatory special renewal
review of certain classes of applicants by the Commissioners themselves would amount to coercion of
religious broadcasters. Those who stay true to their consciences and present only the messages they
correspond to their beliefs could face ong, expensive and potentially ruinous renewal proceedings.

{5) Many Christian broadcasters operate on tight budgets, as do many smaller market secutar
stations. Keeping the electricity flowing is often a challenge. Yet, the Commission proposes to further
squeeze nhiche and smaller market broadcasters, by substantially raising costs in two ways: (a) by requiring
staff presence whenever a station is on the air and, (b) by further restricting main studio location choices.
Raising costs with these proposals would force service cuthacks — and curtailed service is contrary to the
public interest.

We urge the FCC not to adopt rules, procedures or policies discussed above.
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Commission's Secretary
Office of the Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554
Dear Commission's Secretary:

RE: MB Docket #04-233

WVME 91.9 FM is a repeater station located in Meadville, PA, Meadville
Christian Broadcasting, of which I am a board member, began operating WVME

in 2002 as a repeater station to serve Meadville and the surrounding community.

There has been a lot of effort expended to have this repeater station in our
community. The board raised over $50,000.00 to provide fine Christian broad-
casting to this area.

The proposed legislation to require repeater stations to have staff on duty
twenty—four hours a day and seven days a week would be a burdonsome hardship
on our operations. This proposal would hurt our community. Instead of help-
ing our radio listeners it would eliminate Christian radio throughout this
area.

We implore you to seriously reconsider passage of this or any such proposal.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

L. Wendell Watson
PO Box 96
Cambridge Springs, PA 16403
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Commission's Secretary

Office of the Secretary

Federal communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Commission's Secretary:
This letter is in reference to MB Docket #04-233.

I am a Board Member of WVME 91.9 FM, which is a repeater station located in
Meadville, PA, We were granted permission to construct a repeater station

in the year 2000 and began operating in 2002. Our station has a 25 year lease
with ALLTEL to use their tower and small building to house our equipment. Our
board has invested over $50,000.00 in this project to provide Christian radio
for our community and surrounding areas.

The proposed legislation to require repeater stations to have staff om duty
24/7 would be a tremendous hardship on our repeater station. This proposal
would be counterproductive o our community - instead of assisting our
listeners it would eliminate Christian radio to the area. This station is
very valuable educationally and morally to our listeners,

Please reconsider passage of such a proposal.
Thank you for your consideratiom.

Sinceyxely:

:KQ i X Wakse

Keith L. Watson

21001 Hwy. 86

Cambridge Springs, PA 16403
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Dear FCC Commisioners: FCC Mail Ronin

I am a 50 year old, K5ZN, not a radio professional. I am in Santa Fe, New Mexico, I am active in
community issues and have a good feel for communitmc%”aﬁve seen over the decades radio
stations become nothing more than assets for an inve mpa‘ﬂ?f‘rn-‘th_ig of Sirius and
iPods, I believe AM broadcast radio can once again play an important role in lo entity.

Santa Fe has virtually no radio voice for locals. There is a public FM station which does a poor job of
being anything like good radio. Geriatric, idiosyncratic and boring. Some competition may be called
for. If you turn on the radio all you hear is repetitive music playlists on FM and loud attack-dog
political talk on AM.

There is not one local talk-radio show in this town, all programming is canned and piped in. The
closest we have to a local station is a very powerful far-right-wing Albuquerque station who is not
interested in liberal Santa Fe. While I realize those conservatives need a public voice, I do not
understand why political liberals do not have the same access to airwaves.

1) We have a very active local agriculture community here, a vibrant Farmer's Market and five (5)
distinct natural food stores. This economic subculture has no collective voice. In fact, Santa Fe is how
building "The Railyard", to build a dedicated farmer's market in the historic Santa Fe railyard, which
will be accessible to all farmers and artists. I wish there were such a resource in radio.

2) Local politics are a constant public topic here, with Santa Fe being the testbed for many
progressive issues. Yet we do not have one local show with peolitical content. And that means no call-
in shows.

3) Educational needs are not met by these corporate-owned stations. Students, youth and teachers
here are talented and dedicated. It's important that they think of radio as a channel for public dialog,
in addition to learning valuable broadcasting skitls.

4) The arts here in Santa Fe are a big attraction. Music, amateur filmmaking and Indian (native)
culture are all important parts of Santa Fe's economy. Unfortunately these interests have no radio
exposure at atl.

5) Our large retirement community has no representation. We had a call-in show several years ago
(1990s) with a panel of local MDs, who would answer questions from callers. That was an example of
good radio. In any case, there must be some old-timers who have good stories to tell.

6) No local news. When I was a child in the 1960s, I remember the thrill of the radio as the great
informer. There is no such thing in Santa Fe. No coverage of City Hall, travel conditions or the water
shortage. And no emergency alerts. All our stations are automated.

7) Santa Fe has a large homosexual population {including couples with children) which is not
addressed by broadcast media. This subculture exists largely as an insular group despite having more
disposable income than other listeners. This is a group that taxpaying Americans who are
systematically ignored by corporate media. We do, however, hear all about how homosexuals are
perverted and sinful from the plethora of right-wing radio blanketing the region.

Broadcast radio has become investment real estate. As putting content on the air has gotten more
efficient and mechanized, the investment value has gone up and up and up. One might conclude that
automation is responsible for the Jack of community responsiveness.

I would like to see FCC rules that make radio stations more expensive to operate. This would reduce
the value of a station to the level where a local business or engineer could own a station. I remember
in the 1960s or 70s it was that way. Owner-operator-programmer would be the job description.
MooolCoples raod )
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Talent and pride could be heard in radio once again, not the constant stream of trash and meanness
that radio has become.

Santa Fe has a variety of well-developed printed media serving our diverse community. It is sad that
radio does not follow the same pattern. What we have is a monopoly of a few corporations. Regular
people have no access to the microphone. I even asked our local station one time about having a local
talk show. They offered me radio time... for $100 per hour. There is no way a small town like Santa

Fe can sponsor a talk show at those prices, and it should not even happen. The electromagnetic
spectrum is owned by the citizens, but somehow a large corporation based on Florida or Nevada can
decide what we hear on the radio. And ironically, they are not even a broadcast corporation, they are
"investment" corporations, only interested in the dollar value of their holdings.

The convenience of radio is unarguable, especially while driving. Vehicles will continue to be equipped
with radios far into the future. Unfortunately the vast majority of AM stations are all-Spanish, all-
religious, all right-wing, or all-sports. As a result of this exclusive demographic targeting, the average
person does not even check the AM band for something interesting. Every time I drive through
Colorado Springs I wonder why all I can hear is sermons. I am not sure how I feel about these
narrow-target stations. Church-owned stations are supported by untaxable donations to preach
religion on publicly-owned airwaves. How does that serve the interest of the public? And I would even
argue that it violates separation of church and state. But that is another topic.

I propose that the station should be owned by one entity while the FCC license should be issued to a
non-affiliated local entity. This clash of interests should produce some varied and contrasting
programming, with the interests of both corporate ownership AND the community served.

So, to sum it up, the current "capital asset” ownership of broadcast stations that we have is
responsible for the lack of local programming. Radio stations are "income property” for an absentee
owner in some other state where corporate regulations are favorable. Mandatory local programming
may be a good start, but the real disease in radio is that the broadcast license is a limited resource,
and therefore valuable to own. The current "land rush” to collect FCC licenses has led to values out of
the range for ordinary locals. I hope the Commissioners consider breaking this resource monopoly, so
we see a return to AM broadcast as a local meeting place like I remember it from the 1960s.

Thank you for your concern in this problem.

Rachel Cogent K5ZN
315 Tesuque Drive
Santa Fe NM
87505-3839

505/570-0108
Gnarlodious@gmail.com
http://Gnarlodious.com

This text onine at:
http:/ fqguillfoss2.fcc.gov/prod/eclfs/retrieve.cgi?native_or_pdf=pdf&id _document=6519865202
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I submit the following comments in response to the Localism Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (the
“NPRM?), released Jan. 24, 2008, in MB Docket No. 04-233.

Any new FCC rules, policies or procedures must not violate First Amendment rights. A number of
proposals discussed in the NPRM, if enacted, would do so — and must not be adopted.

{n The FCC must not force radio stations, especially religious broadcasters, to take advice from
people who do not share their values. The NPRM's proposed advisory board proposals would impose such
unconstitutional mandates. Religious broadcasters who resist advice from those who don’t share their
values could face increased harassment, complaints and even loss of license for choosing to follow their own
consciences, rather than allowing incompatible viewpoints to shape their programming. The First
Amendment prohibits government, including the FCC, from dictating what viewpoints a broadcaster,
particularly a religious broadcaster, must present.

{2) The FCC must not turn every radio station into a public forum where anyone and everyone has
rights fo air time. Proposed public access requirements would do so — even if a religious broadcaster

conscientiously objects to the message. The First Amendment forbids imposition of message delivery
mandates on any religion.

(3) The FCC must not force revelation of specific editorial decision-making information. The choice
of programming, especially religious programming, is not properly dictated by any government agency - and
proposals {o force reporting on such things as who produced what programs would intrude on
constitutionally-protected editorial choices.

{4) The FCC must not establish a two-tiered renewal system in which certain licensees would be
automatically barred from routine renewal application processing. The proposed mandatory special renewal
review of certain classes of applicants by the Commissioners themselves would amount to coercion of
religious broadcasters. Those who stay true to their consciences and present only the messages they
correspond to their beliefs could face long, expensive and potentially ruinous renewat proceedings.

{5) Many Christian broadcasters operate on tight budgets, as do many smaller market secular
stations. Keeping the electricity flowing is often a challenge. Yet, the Commission proposes to further
squeeze niche and smalier mariet broadcasters, by substantially raising costs in two ways: {a) by requiring
staff presence whenever a station is on the air and, (b} by further restricting main studio location choices.
Raising costs with these proposals would force service cutbacks — and curtailed service is contrary to the
public interest.

We yrge the FCC notto ad‘opl: fules, procedures or policies discussed above,
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Comments in Response to Localism Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
MB Docket No. 04-233

| submit the following comments in response to the Localism Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (the
“NPRM™, released Jan. 24, 2008, in MB Docket No. 04-233.

Any new FCC rules, policies or procedures must not violate First Amendment rights. A number of
proposals discussed in the NPRM, if enacted, would do so — and must not be adopted.

(1) The FCC must not force radio stations, especially religious broadcasters, to take advice from
people who do not share their values. The NPRM's proposed advisory board proposals would impose such
unconstitutional mandates. Religious broadcasters who resist advice from those who don't share their
values could face increased harassment, complaints and even loss of license for choosing to follow their own
consciences, rather than atlowing incompatible viewpoints to shape their programming. The First
Amendment prohibits government, including the FCC, from dictating what viewpoints a broadcaster,
particutarly a religious broadcaster, must present.

(2) The FCC must not turn every radio station inte a public forum where anyone and everyone has
rights to air time. Proposed public access requirements would do so — even if a religious broadcaster

conscientiously objects to the message. The First Amendment forbids imposition of message defivery
mandates on any religion.

{3) The FCC must not force revelation of specific editorial decision-making information. The choice
of programming, especially religious programming, is not properly dictated by any government agency — and
proposals o force reporting on such things as whe produced what programs would intrude on
consfitutionally-protected editorial choices.

4) The FCC must not establish a two-tiered renewal system in which certain licensees would be
automatically barred from routine renewal application processing. The proposed mandatory special renewal
review of certain classes of applicants by the Commissioners themselves would amount to coercion of
religious broadcasters. Those who stay true to their consciences and present only the messages they
correspond to their beliefs could face long, expensive and potentially ruinous renewal proceedings.

(5) Many Christian broadcasters operate on tight budgets, as do nmrany smaller market secular
stations. Keeping the electricity flowing is often a challenge. Yet, the Commission proposes to further
squeeze niche and smalier market broadcasters, by substantially raising costs in two ways: (a) by requiring
staff presence whenever a station is on the air and, (b) by further restricting main studio location choices.
Raising costs with these proposals would force service cutbacks - and curtailed service is contrary to the
public interest.

We urge the FGC not to adopt rules, procedures or pglicies discussed above.
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| submit the following comments in response to the Localism Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (the
“‘NPRM"), released Jan. 24, 2008, in MB Docket No. 04-233.

Any new FCC rules, policies or procedures must not violate First Amendment rights. A number of
proposals discussed in the NPRM, if enacted, would do so — and must not be adopted.

(1) The FCC must not force radio stations, especially religious broadcasters, to take advice from
peopie who do not share their values. The NPRM's proposed advisory board proposals would impose such
unconstitutional mandates. Religious broadcasters who resist advice from those who don’t share their
values could face increased harassment, complaints and even loss of license for choosing to follow their own
consciences, rather than allowing incompatible viewpoints to shape their programming. The First
Amendment prohibits government, including the FCC, from dictating what viewpoints a broadcaster,
particularly a religious broadcaster, must present.

2 The FCC must not tum every radio station into a public forum where anyone and everyone has
rights to air time. Proposed public access requirements would do so — even if a religious broadcaster
conscientiously objects to the message. The First Amendment forbids imposition of message delivery
mandates on any religion.

{3) The FCC must not force revelation of specific editorial decision-making information. The choice
of programming, especially religious programming, is not properly dictated by any government agency — and
proposals to force reporting on such things as who produced what programs would intrude on
constitutionally-protected editorial choices.

(4) The FCC must not establish a two-tiered renewal system in which certain licensees would be
automatically barred from routine renewal application processing. The proposed mandatory special renewal
review of certain classes of applicants by the Commissioners themselves would amount to coercion of
religious broadcasters. Those who stay true to their consciences and present only the messages they
correspond to their beliefs could face long, expensive and potentially ruinous renewal proceedings.

(5) Many Christian broadcasters operate on tight budgets, as do many smaller market secular
stations. Keeping the electricity flowing is often a challenge. Yet, the Commission proposes to further
squeeze niche and smaller market broadcasters, by substantially raising costs in two ways: (a) by requiring
staff presence whenever a station is on the air and, (b} by further restricting main studio location choices.
Raising costs with these proposals would force service cutbacks — and curtailed service is contrary to the
public interest.

We urge the FCC not to adopt rules, procedures or policies discussed above.
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| submit the following comments in response to the Localism Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (the
“NPRM), released Jan. 24, 2008, in MB Docket No. 04-233.

Any new FCC rules, policies or procedures must not violate First Amendment rights. A number of
proposals discussed in the NPRM, if enacted, would do so — and must not be adopted.

(1) The FCC must not force radio stations, especially religious broadcasters, to take advice from
people who do not share their values. The NPRM's proposed advisory board proposals would impose such
unconstitutional mandates. Religious broadcasters who resist advice from those who don't share their
values could face increased harassment, complaints and even loss of license for choosing to follow their own
consciences, rather than allowing incompatible viewpoints to shape their programming. The First
Amendment prohibits government, including the FCC, from dictating what viewpoints a broadcaster,
particularly a religious broadcaster, must present.

(2) The FCC must not turn every radio station into a public forum where anyone and everyone has
rights to air time. Proposed public access requirements would do so — even if a religious broadcaster
conscientiously objects to the message. The First Amendment forbids imposition of message delivery
mandates on any religion.

3) The FCC must not force revelation of specific editorial decision-making information. The choice
of programming, especially religious programming, is not properly dictated by any government agency — and
proposals to force reporting on such things as who produced what programs would intrude on
constitutionally-protected editorial choices.

(4) The FCC must not establish a two-tiered renewal system in which certain licensees would be
automatically barred from routine renewal application processing. The proposed mandatory special renewal
review of certain classes of applicants by the Commissioners themselves would amount to coercion of
religious broadcasters. Those who stay true to their consciences and present only the messages they
correspond to their beliefs could face long, expensive and potentially ruinous renewal proceedings.

(5) Many Christian broadcasters operate on tight budgets, as do many smaller market secular
stations. Keeping the electricity flowing is often a challenge. Yet, the Commission proposes to further
squeeze niche and smaller market broadcasters, by substantially raising costs in two ways: (a) by requiring
staff presence whenever a station is on the air and, (b) by further restricting main studio location choices.
Raising costs with these proposals would force service cutbacks — and curtailed service is contrary to the
public interest.

We urge the FCC not to adopt rules, procedures or policies discussed above.
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Comments in Response to Localism Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
MB Docket No. 04-233 MAR 17 2008

| submit the following comments in response to the Locaw;ce df@p%?uﬁﬁa the
“NPRM™), released Jan. 24, 2008, in MB Docket No. 04-233. T M I

Any new FCC rules, policies or procedures must not violate First Amendment rights. A number of
proposals discussed in the NPRM, if enacted, would do so — and must not be adopted.

(1) The FCC must not force radio stations, especiatly religious broadcasters, to take advice from
people who do not share their values. The NPRM's proposed advisory board proposals would impose such
unconstitutional mandates. Religious broadcasters who resist advice from those who don’t share their
values couid face increased harassment, complaints and even loss of license for choosing to follow their own
consciences, rather than allowing incompatible viewpoints to shape their programming. The First
Amendment prohibits government, including the FCC, from dictating what viewpoints a broadcaster,
particularly a religious broadcaster, must present.

(2} The FCC must not turn every radio station inte 2 public forum where anyone and everyone has
rights to air time. Proposed public access requirements would do so — even if a religious broadcaster
conscientiously objects to the message. The First Amendment forbids imposition of message delivery
mandates on any religion.

{3) The FCC must not force revelation of specific editorial decision-making information. The choice
of programming, especizaily religious programming, is not properily dictated by any government agency — and
proposals to force reporting on such things as who produced what pregrams would intrude on
constitutionally-protected editorial choices.

(4) The FCC must not establish a two-tiered renewal system in which certain licensees would be
automatically barred frem routine renewal application processing. The proposed mandatory special renewal
review of certain classes of applicants by the Commiissioners themselves would amount 1o coercion of
religious broadcasters. Those who stay true to their consciences and present only the messages they
correspond to their beliefs could face long, expensive and potentially ruinous renewal proceedings.

(5) Many Christian broadcasters operate on tight budgets, as do many smalier market secular
stations. Keeping the electricity flowing is often a challenge. Yet, the Commission proposes to further
squeeze niche and smaller market broadcasters, by substantially raising costs in two ways: (a) by requiring
staff presence whenever a station is on the air and, (b) by further restricting main studio location choices.
Raising costs with these proposals would force service cutbacks — and curtailed service is contrary to the
public interest.

We urge the FCC not to adopt rules, procedures or policies discussed above.
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Comments in Response to Localism Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 17 2008
MB Docket No. 04-233 MAR

| submit the following comments in response to the Localism Notice of Proposed Rulemiaking (the
“NPRM"), released Jan. 24, 2008, in MB Docket No. 04-233,

Any new FCC rules, policies or procedures must not violate FirstiAfenment fights. Anymber
proposals discussed in the NPRM, if enacted, would do so — and must not be adopted e ‘JH’G'&M

N The FCC must not force radio stations, especially religious broadcasters, to take advice from
peopie who do not share their values. The NPRM's proposed advisory board proposals would impose such
unconstitutional mandates. Religious broadcasters who resist advice from those who don’t share their
values could face increased harassment, complaints and even loss of license for choosing to follow their own
consciences, rather than allowing incompatible viewpoints to shape their programming. The First
Amendment prohibits government, including the FCC, from dictating what viewpoints a broadcaster,
particularly a religious broadcaster, must present.

(2) The FCC must not tum every radio station into a public forum where anyone and everyone has
rights to air time. Proposed public access requirements would do so - even if a religious broadcaster
conscientiously objects to the message. The First Amendment forbids imposition of message delivery
mandates on any religion.

3 The FCC must not force revelation of specific ediforial decision-making information. The choice
of programming, especially religious programming, is not properly dictated by any government agency ~ and
proposals to force reporting on such things as who produced what programs would intrude on
constitutionally-protected editorial choices.

4) The FCC must not estabiish a two-tiered renewal system in which certain licensees would be
automatically barred from routine renewal application processing. The proposed mandatory special renewal
review of certain classes of applicants by the Commissioners themseives would amount to coercion of
religious broadcasters. Those who stay true to their consciences and present only the messages they
correspond to their beliefs could face long, expensive and potentially ruinous renewal proceedings.

(5 Many Christian broadcasters operate on tight budgets, as do many smaller market secular
stations. Keeping the electricity flowing is often a challenge. Yet, the Commission proposes to further
squeeze niche and smaller market broadcasters, by substantially raising costs in two ways: (a) by requiring
staff presence whenever a station is on the air and, (b) by further restricting main studio location choices.
Raising costs with these proposals would force service cutbacks — and curtailed service is contrary to the
public interest.

We urge the FCC not to adopt rules, procedures or policies discussed above.
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Comments in Response to Localism Notice of Propesed Rulemaking MAR 17 ZUGB
MB Docket No. 04-233 e .
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| submit the following comments in response to the Localism Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (the
“NPRM"), released Jan. 24, 2008, in MB Docket No. 04-233.

Any new FCC rules, policies or procedures must not violate First Amendment rights. A number of
proposals discussed in the NPRM, if enacted, would do s0 — and must not be adopted.

M The FCC must not force: radio stations, especially religious broadcasters, to take advice from
people who do not share their values. The NPRM's proposed advisory board proposals would impose such
unconstitutional mandates. Religious broadcasters who resist advice from those who don't share their
values could face increased harassment, complaints and even loss of license for choosing to follow their own
consciences, rather than allowing incompatible viewpoints to shape their programming. The First
Amendment prohibits government, including the FCC, from dictating what viewpoints a broadcaster,
particularly a religious broadcaster, must present.

(2) The FCC must not turn every radio station into a public forum where anyone and everyone has
rights to air time. Proposed public access requirements would do 8¢ — even if a religious broadcaster
conscientiously objects to the message. The First Amendment forbids imposition of message delivery
mandates on any religion.

(3) The FCC must not force revelation of specific editorial decision-making information. The choice
of programming, especially religious programming, is not properly dictated by any government agency — and
proposals to force reporting on such things as who produced what programs would intrude on
constitutionally-protected editorial choices.

(4) The FCC must not establish a two-tiered renewal system in which certain licensees would be
automatically barred from routine renewal application processing. The proposed mandatory special renewal
review of certain classes of applicants by the Commissioners themselves would amount to coercion of
religious broadcasters. Those who stay true to their consciences and present only the messages they
correspond to their beliefs could face long, expensive and potentially ruinous renewal proceedings.

(5) Many Christian broadcasters operate on tight budgets, as do many smaller market secular
stations. Keeping the electricity lowing is often a challenge. Yet, the Commission proposes to further
squeeze niche and smaller market broadcasters, by substantially raising costs in two ways: (a) by requiring
staff presence whenever a station is on the air and, (b) by further restricting main studio location choices.
Raising costs with these proposals would force service cutbacks — and curtailed service is contrary to the
public interest.

We urge the FCC not to agopt rules, procedures or policies discussed above.
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Comments in Responsa to Localism Notice of Proposed Rulemaking MAR 17 ‘ i
MB Docket No. 04-233 FCC Mail 0

| submit the following comments in response to the Localism Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (the
“NPRM"), released Jan. 24, 2008, in MB Docket No. 04-233.

EEN

Any new FCC rules, policies or procedures must not violate First Amendment rights. A number of
proposals discussed in the NPRM, if enacted, would do so — and must not be adopted.

{1 The FCC must not force radio siations, especially religious broadcasters, to take advice from
people who do not share their values. The NPRM's proposed advisory board proposals would impose such
unconstitutional mandates. Religious broadcasters who resist advice from those who don't share their
values could face increased harassment, complaints and even loss of license for choosing to follow their own
consciences, rather than aliowing incompatible viewpoints to shape their programming. The First
Amendment prohibits government, including the FCC, from dictating what viewpoints a broadcaster,
particularly a religious broadcaster, must present

(2) The FCC must not turn every radio station info a public forum where anyone and everyone has
rights to air ime. Proposed public access reguirements would do so — even if a religious broadcaster
conscientiously objects to the message. The First Amendment forbids imposition of message delivery
mandates on any religion.

(3) The FCC must not force revelation of specific editorial decision-making information. The choice
of programming, especially religious programming, is not properly dictated by any govemment agency — and
proposais to force reporting on such things as who produced what programs would intrude on
constitufionally-protected editorial choices.

{4) The FCC must not establish a iwo-tiered renewal system in which certain licensees would be
automatically barmred from routine renewal application processing. The proposed mandatory special renewal
review of certain classes of applicants by the Commissioners themselves would amount to coercion of
religious broadcasters. Those who stay frue to their consciences and present only the messages they
correspond to their beliefs could face fong, expensive and potentially ruinous renewal proceedings.

5 Many Christian broadcasters operate on tight budgets, as do many smaller market secuiar
stations. Keeping the electricity flowing is often a challenge. Yet, the Commission proposes to further
squeeze niche and smatier market broadcasters, by substantiaily raising costs in two ways: {a) by requiring
staff presence whenever a station is on the air and, (b) by further resfricting main studio location choices.
Raising costs with these proposals would force service cutbacks —~ and curtailed service is contrary to the
public interest.

We urge the FCC not fo adopt rules, procedures or policies discussed above.
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| submit the following comments in response to the Localism Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (the
“NPRM"), released Jan. 24, 2008, in MB Docket No. 04-233. T
DOSKE: 2hur ooy

SRy
Any new FCC rules, policies or procedures must not violate First Amendment rights. k, ﬁ&!ﬂﬁmn
proposals discussed in the NPRM, if enacted, would do so — and must not be adopted.

Rec

Comments in Response to Localism Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
MB Docket No. 04-233

(N The FCC must not force radio stations, especially religious broadcasters, to take advice from
people who do not share their values. The NPRM's proposed advisory board proposals would impose such
unconstitutional mandates. Religious broadcasters who resist advice from those who don't share their
values could face increased harassment, complaints and even loss of license for choosing to foliow their own
consciences, rather than allowing incompatible viewpoints to shape their programming. The First
Amendment prohibits government, including the FCC, from dictating what viewpoints a broadcaster,
particularly a religious broadcaster, must present.

(2) The FCC must not turn every radio station into a public forum where anyone and everyone has
rights to air time. Proposed public access requirements would do so — even if a religious broadcaster
conscientiously objects to the message. The First Amendment forbids imposition of message delivery
mandates on any religion.

(3) The FCC must not force revelation of specific editorial decision-making information. The choice
of programming, especially religious programming, is not properly dictated by any government agency — and
proposals to force reporting on such things as who produced what programs would intrude on
constitutionally-protected editorial choices.

(4) The FCC must not establish a two-tiered renewal system in which certain licensees would be
automatically barred from routine renewal application processing. The proposed mandatory special renewal
review of certain classes of applicants by the Commissioners themselves would amount to coercion of
religious broadcasters. Those who stay true to their consciences and present only the messages they
correspond to their beliefs could face long, expensive and potentially ruinous renewal proceedings.

(5) Many Christian broadcasters operate on tight budgets, as do many smaller market secular
stations. Keeping the electricity flowing is often a challenge. Yet, the Commission proposes to further
squeeze niche and smaller market broadcasters, by substantially raising costs in two ways: (a) by requiring
staff presence whenever a station is on the air and, (b} by further restricting main studio location choices.
Raising costs with these proposals would force service cutbacks — and curtailed service is contrary to the
public interest.

We urge the FCC not to adopt rules, procedures or policies discussed above.

Loz L0 Loge d.. 03 Jog/ad0%
>~ d Date
Signature
S0l N AL Mg pabsrg HKoant
BETTY W DRAUGHV Address | %)M/ o i’?l{i@
Name

336~ K4 -43/0

Phone

Title (if any)

S o Conios 1 JL‘iO
A - . e ol -
Organization (if any) Lint £30D0DE




Comments in Response to Localism Notice of Proposed Rulemalﬂdng

MB Docket No. 04-233 Aeceived & nspecteq
| submit the following comments in response to the Localism Notice of Proposed MAR 17 2008
Rulemaking (the “NPRM"), released Jan. 24, 2008, in MB Docket No. 04-233.

Any new FCC rules, policies or procedures must not violate First Amendment rights. A
number of proposals discussed in the NPRM, if enacted, would do so — and must not be
adopted.

(1) The FCC must not force radio stations, especially religious broadcasters,
to take advice from people who do not share their values. The NPRM's proposed
advisory board proposals would impose such unconstitutional mandates. Religious
broadcasters who resist advice from those who don't share their values could face
increased harassment, complaints and even loss of license for choosing to follow their
own consciences, rather than allowing incompatible viewpoints to shape their
programming. The First Amendment prohibits government, including the FCC, from
dictating what viewpoints a broadcaster, particularly a religious broadcaster, must
present.

(2) The FCC must not turn every radio station into a public forum where
anyone and everyone has rights to air time. Proposed public access requirements
would do so — even if a religious broadcaster conscientiously objects to the message.
The First Amendment forbids imposition of message delivery mandates con any religion.

(3) The FCC must not force revelation of specific editorial decision-making
information. The choice of programming, especially religious programming, is not
properly dictated by any government agency — and proposails to force reporting on
such things as who produced what programs would intrude on constitutionally-protected
editorial choices.

{4) The FCC must not establish a two-tiered renewal system in which certain
licensees would be automatically barred from routine renewal application processing.
The proposed mandatory special renewal review of certain classes of applicants by the
Commissioners themselves would amount to coercion of religious broadcasters. Those
who stay true to their consciences and present only the messages they correspond to
their beliefs could face long, expensive and potentially ruinous renewal proceedings.

(5) Many Christian broadcasters operate on tight budgets, as do many smailer
market secular stations. Keeping the electricity flowing is often a challenge. Yet, the
Commission proposes to further squeeze niche and smaller market broadcasters, by
substantially raising costs in two ways: (a) by requiring staff presence whenever a
station is on the air and, (b) by further restricting main studio location choices. Raising
costs with these proposals would force service cutbacks — and curtailed service is
contrary to the public interest.

We urge the FCC not to adodeures or policies discussed ,ab?ve.
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Comments in Response to Localism Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
MB Docket No. 04-233

Received g Inspecteq
{ submit the following comments in response to the Localism Notice of Proposed
Rulemaking (the “NPRM™), released Jan. 24, 2008, in MB Docket No. 04-233. MAR 1 7 2008

Any new FCC rules, policies or procedures must not violate First Amendment rightp. Ml R
number of proposals discussed in the NPRM, if enacted, wouid do so - and must not be adopted. < FiNnin

(N The FCC must not force radio stations, especially religious broadcasters, to take
advice from people who do not share their values. The NPRM's proposed advisory board
proposals would impose such unconstitutional mandates. Religious broadcasters who resist
advice from those who don’t share their values could face increased harassment, complaints and
even loss of license for choosing to follow their own consciences, rather than allowing
incompatible viewpoints to shape their programming. The First Amendment prohibits
government, including the FCC, from dictating what viewpoints a broadcaster, particularly a
religious broadcaster, must present. _

(2) The FCC must not tum every radio station into a public forum where anyone and
everyone has rights to air time. Proposed public access requirements would do so - even ifa
religious broadcaster conscientiously objects to the message. The First Amendment forbids
imposition of message delivery mandates on any religion.

(3) The FCC must not force revelation of specific editorial decision-making information.
The choice of programming, especially religious programming, is not properly dictated by any
government agency - and proposals to force reporting on such things as who produced what
programs would intrude on constitutionally-protected editorial choices.

{4) The FCC must not establish a two-tiered renewal system in which ceriain licensees
would be autormatically barred from routine renewal application processing. The proposed
mandatory special renewal review of certain classes of applicants by the Commissicners
themselves would amount to coercion of religious broadcasters. Those who stay true to their
consciences and present only the messages they correspond to their beliefs could face long,
expensive and potentially ruinous renewal proceedings.

{5) Many Christian broadcasters operate on tight budgets, as do many smalier market
secular stations. Keeping the electricity flowing is often a challenge. Yet, the Commission
proposes to further squeeze niche and smaller market broadcasters, by substantially raising costs
in two ways: (a) by requiring staff presence whenever a station is on the air and, (b) by further
restricting main studio location choices. Raising costs with these proposals would force service
cutbacks - and curtailed service is contrary to the public interest. 6
Bio (di_“\{‘ﬁ rae’ i

We urge the FCC not to adopt rules, procedures or policies discussed above. List £500DE
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Comments in Response to Localism Notice of Proposed Rulemaking

MB Docket No. 04-233 MAR 17 2008

| submit the following comments in response to the Localism Notice of Proposed U@ Kihq:ittha Ny
“NPRM"), released Jan. 24, 2008, in MB Docket No. 04-233. G0

Any new FCC rules, policies or procedures must not violate First Amendment rights. A number of
proposals discussed in the NPRM, if enacted, would do s0 — and must not be adopted.

(1m The FCC must not force radio stations, especially religious broadcasters, to take advice from
people who do not share their values. The NPRM’s proposed advisory board proposals would impose such
unconstitutional mandates. Religious broadcasters who resist advice from those who don’t share their
values could face increased harassment, complaints and even loss of license far choosing to follow their own
consciences, rather than allowing incompatibie viewpoints to shape their programming. The First
Amendment prohibits government, including the FCC, from dictating what viewpoints a broadcaster,
particularly a religious broadcaster, must present.

(2) The FCC must not turn every radio station into a public forum where anyone and everyone has
rights to air time. Proposed public access requirements would do $¢ — even if a religious broadcaster
conscientiously objects to the message. The First Amendment forbids imposition of message deiivery
mandates on any religion.

(3) The FCC must not force revelation of specific editorial decision-making information. The choice
of programming, especially religious programming, is not properly dictated by any government agency — and
proposals to force reporting on such things as who produced what programs would intrude on
constitutionally-protected editorial cheices.

(4) The FCC must not establish a two-tiered renewal system in which certain licensees would be
automatically barred from routine renewal application processing. The proposed mandatory special renewal
review of certain classes of applicants by the Commissioners themselves would amount to coercion of
religious broadcasters. Those who stay true to their consciences and present only the messages they
correspond to their beliefs could face long, expensive and potentially ruinous renewal proceedings.

(5) Many Christian broadcasters operate on tight budgets, as do many smaller market secular
stations. Keeping the electricity flowing is often a challenge. Yet, the Commission proposes to further
squeeze niche and smaller market broadcasters, by substantially raising costs in two ways: (a) by requiring
staff presence whenever a station is on the air and, (b) by further restricting main studio location choices.
Raising costs with these proposals would force service cutbacks — and curtailed service is contrary to the
public interest.

We urge the FCC not to adopt rules, procedures or policies discussed above.
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Commants in Besponse {o Localisin Notice of Proposed Rudernaking
ME Docket No. (04233

Fsubmit tne following comments in response to the Localism Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (ihe
NERMY, released Jdan. 24, 2008, 1 ME Docket No. 04733

Any new FOC rutes, policies or procedwres must not violate First Amendment rights. A number of
propusals discussed in the NPRM, f enacted, would do so - and must ot be adopted.

{13 The FUC must not force radio stations, especially religious broadeasters, (o take advice from
orople wha do not share their values. The NPRM's proposed advisory board proposals would impose such
sneonstitutional rmandates.  Religious broadcasters who resist advice from those who don't share their
valies could face increased harassment, compiaints and even joss of license for choosing to follow their own
conscences, rather than allowng incempatible viewpoints 1o shape thair programeming. The First
Amersimant probibds government mcluding the FCC, from dictating what viewpoinis a hroadaaster.
particifary a religious hroadcaster, must present.

{is The FCOm i tuen avery radio station into a public foium where anyone and everyone has
rights 1o air time. Proposed public access requirements would do so — even if a religious broadcaster
cormcentiously objects o the message. The First Amendmendt forbids imposition of message delivery
mandates on any religion

% The FCG mast not force revetation of specific editorial decision-making information. The choize
of programming, espacially religious programming, 1s not properly dictated by any government agency - and
proposals to force reporting on such things as who produced what programs would intrude on
constitutionally-protected editonal choges.

{4} The FCOC must not establish a two-tiered renewal system in which certain ficensees would he
asutumatcally barred from routine renewsal application processing. The proposed mandatory special renewal
review of cerlain classes of applicants by the Commissioners themselves would amount to coercion of
redigious hroadcasters, Those who stay true to their consciences and present only the messages they
exnond fo their heliefs could face long, expensive and potentially ruinous renswal proceedings.

a Many Chnstian broadeastiers operate on tight budgets, as do many smafier market secular
atabons. Keeping the electricity flowing is often & challenge.  Yet, the Comrmission proposes o further
syugere niche and smatler market broadeasters, by substantially radsing costs in two ways: (a) by requiring
T resence whenever a station is on the air and, {b} by further restricting main studio loeation choices.
sing costs with these proposals woutd force setvice cutbacks - and curtailed service is contrary to the
tergsat

e T

Vg urge the OO not io adopt nues, procedures oy policies discussed above.
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MAR 17 2008
Comments in Response to Localism Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
MB Docket No. 04-233 FCC Mail Ronin

| submit the following comments in response to the Localism Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (the
“NPRM"), released Jan. 24, 2008, in MB Docket No. 04-233.

Any new FCC rules, policies or procedures must not violate First Amendment rights. A number of
proposals discussed in the NPRM, if enacted, would do so — and must not be adopted.

(1) The FCC must not force radio stations, especially religious broadcasters, to take advice from
people who do not share their values. The NPRM's proposed advisory board proposals would impose such
unconstitutional mandates. Religious broadcasters who resist advice from those who don’t share their
values could face increased harassment, complaints and even loss of license for choosing to follow their own
consciences, rather than allowing incompatible viewpoints to shape their programming. The First
Amendment prohibits government, including the FCC, from dictating what viewpoints a broadcaster,
particularly a religious broadcaster, must present.

(2} The FCC must hot turn every radio station into a public forum where anyone and everyone has
rights to air time. Proposed public access requirements would do so — even if a religious broadcaster
conscientiously objects to the message. The First Amendment forbids imposition of message delivery
mandates on any religion.

(3) The FCC must not force revelation of specific editorial decision-making information. The choice
of programming, especially religious programming, is not properly dictated by any government agency — and
proposals to force reporting on such things as who produced what programs wouid intrude on
constitutionally-protected editorial choices.

(4) The FCC must not establish a two-tiered renewal system in which certain licensees wouid be
automatically barred from routine renewal application processing. The proposed mandatory special renewal
review of certain classes of applicants by the Commissioners themselves would amount to coercion of
religious broadcasters. Those who stay true to their consciences and present only the messages they
correspond to their beliefs could face long, expensive and potentially ruinous renewal proceedings.

(5) Many Christian broadcasters operate on tight budgets, as do many smailer market secular
stations. Keeping the electricity flowing is often a chalienge. Yet, the Commission proposes to further
squeeze niche and smaller market broadcasters, by substantiafly raising costs in two ways: (a) by requiring
staff presence whenever a station is on the air and, {b) by further restricting main studio iocation choices.
Raising costs with these proposals vould force service cutbacks — and curtailed service is contrary to the
public interest.

We urge the FCC not to adopt rules, procedures or policies discussed above.
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neceived & Inspected

Comments in Response to Localism Notice of Proposed Rulemaking MAR 17 2008
MB Docket No. 04-233
e il *
I submit the following comments in response to the Localisrbwm I?r_cq;)oseﬁqs'lglapl*&‘filhg2 (%?a’n
“NPRM"), released Jan. 24, 2008, in MB Docket No. 04-233. RO T T '-::;,»;G,M M.
UG

Any new FCC rules, policies or procedures must not violate First Amendment rights. A number of
proposals discussed in the NPRM, if enacted, would do so — and must not be adopted.

(1) The FCC must not force radio stations, especially religious broadcasters, to take advice from
people who do not share their values. The NPRM's proposed advisory board proposals would impose such
unconstitutional mandates. Religious broadcasters who resist advice from those who don't share their
values could face increased harassment, complaints and even loss of license for choosing to follow their own
consciences, rather than allowing incompatible viewpoints to shape their programming. The First
Amendment prohibits government, including the FCC, from dictating what viewpoints a broadcaster,
particularly a religious broadcaster, must present.

(2) The FCC must not turn every radio station into a public forum where anyone and everyone has
rights to air time. Proposed public access requirements would do so ~ even if a religious broadcaster
conscientiously objects to the message. The First Amendment forbids imposition of message delivery
mandates on any religion.

3) The FCC must not force revelation of specific editorial decision-making information. The choice
of programming, especially religious programming, is not properly dictated by any government agency - and
proposals to force reporting on such things as who produced what programs would intrude on
constitutionaliy-protected editorial choices.

Y] The FCC must not establish a two-tiered renewal system in which certain licensees would be
automatically barred from routine renewal application processing. The proposed mandatory special renewal
review of certain classes of applicants by the Commissioners themselves would amount to coercion of
religious broadcasters. Those who stay true to their consciences and present only the messages they
correspond to their beliefs could face long, expensive and potentially ruinous renewal proceedings.

{5) Many Christian broadcasters operate on tight budgets, as do many smaller market secular
stations. Keeping the electricity flowing is often a challenge. Yet, the Commission proposes o further
squeeze niche and smaller market broadcasters, by substantially raising costs in two ways: (2} by requiring
staff presence whenever a station is on the air and, (b) by further restricting main studio location choices.
Raising costs with these proposals would force service cutbacks — and curtailed service is contrary to the
public interest.

We urge the FCC not to adopt rules, procedures or policies discussed above.
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